
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball at Annual Conference

In late 2017, facing budget pressures, West Virginia Wesleyan College made a 
difficult decision to have a reduction in force that, among other things, eliminated 
the position of Chaplain at the College, a position filled by a clergy member of 
the West Virginia Conference. Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball immediately went to 
work with Dr. Joel Thierstein, president of the College, who agreed that a United 
Methodist–related college needs to have a staffed office of spiritual and religious 
life on campaus, to collaborate on a way to maintain such a presence. Working 
with Dr. Thierstein and other leaders, she enlisted a team of pastors to work 
together to ensure the spiritual and religious needs of the students and campus 
were met. She also went to work on the next steps, which included seeking a grant 
from the United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia.  The Foundation granted 
$25,000 to help fund the Office of Spiritual Life and Religion in 2018. That’s all 
great news, but how can such a position be sustained?
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Planting Trees on Holy Ground
Crossroads Camp, a United Methodist church camp located in the Little Kanawha district, is Holy Ground for Rev. 
Rodney Blanchard. It is where he first heard his call to ministry, and, as an adult volunteer, where he continues to 
connect with God and to witness the work of God in the lives of the children and youth who attend the camp each 
year.  In their work to support the camp, Rod and his wife, Patty, have discovered that each year there are at least a 
dozen children and youth who can’t afford to attend camp.  They decided to work to change that.

Last year, Rev. Rodney and Patty Blanchard visited to The Foundation to 
share with Jeff and Kim their dream of an endowment to fund camperships. 
They already had promises of support from area churches and ministries to 
start the account.  The Patterson Crossroads Campership Trust was created 
in memory of Don Patterson and in honor of his spouse, Eva Patterson, and 
their daughter, Lisa Patterson Withee (the Camp Director).  Each year it will 
provide camperships to fund the attendance of campers who otherwise would 
not be able to afford camp.

When asked what motivated the creation of the Endowment, Rodney said:  

I think of the Patterson Crossroads Campership Trust as a living 
and growing ministry which will perpetuate the sharing of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ for generations of children and youth we may never 
meet on this side of glory. Giving to this Trust is an amazing way to 
be involved in the salvation of souls far beyond our own contexts of 
ministry and time. Patty and I were motivated to initiate this Trust 
because of the heart-deep devotion of Don and Eva Patterson (and 
their daughter Lisa Patterson Withee) to the campers of Crossroads 
for more than forty years.

But the creation of the endowment was just the beginning.  Rodney and Patty began fundraising to increase the 
market value of the account and therefore the income it produces for camperships.  They created a fundraising 
campaign on Facebook and then they sponsored a spaghetti dinner fundraiser at South Parkersburg United Methodist 
Church.  Because of their continuing efforts, the endowment is now five times larger than it was when it was created.  

At the spaghetti dinner, Rodney quoted Ty Burley, who said, “There’s nothing I admire more than someone planting 
trees under whose shade they may 
never get to sit.”  Rodney continued, 

“Anyone giving to the Patterson 
Crossroads Campership Trust will 
be joining the Pattersons in planting 
these gospel ‘trees.’”

Contact The Foundation if you 
would like to support the Patterson 
Crossroads Campership Trust or if 
you would like to explore how you 
can plant trees to bring shade to 
future ministry.  •

Rev. Rodney Blanchard and 
Camp Director Lisa Withee
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Focus on Endowments Funds:
What, Why, and How

In this newsletter, we have highlighted two endowment accounts created by individual 
donors to benefit ministry.  Not only can donors establish endowment accounts at 
The Foundation, but churches and other ministries can create endowment accounts 
as well.

What is an endowment fund? An endowment fund is a permanent fund that provides 
a stream of income. The principal is invested and the resulting return on investment 
may be used for further investments and supplementary expenditures.  Endowments 
have guidelines that state how much of each year’s investment earnings can be spent.  
When properly managed, endowment funds will generate earnings that can enhance 
the ministry of the church in the years ahead.

Why should our church establish an endowment fund?  When your church establishes 
an endowment fund, you are making a statement of faith—you are setting aside funds 
that, along with a reasonable return on investment and a prudent spending plan, can 
support mission and ministry for the long-term. Church endowments can generate 
the money needed to maintain the church building and enhance mission work and 
other ministries.  A properly structured endowment program can help you secure 
the financial future of your church. Endowment funds are invested in perpetuity to 
provide a steady, predictable source of income over time.  Therefore, they can be 
instrumental to the financial stability of your church by providing a cushion against 
unforeseen expenses or economic downturns.  

With an endowment, you are communicating to your members that you expect your 
church to be around for a long time. When you give them opportunities to give from 
accumulated assets to the endowment, it can lead to increased generosity.  You will 
encourage planned gifts to the church that might otherwise have gone to a different 
charity.  

How does my church create an endowment fund? Your United Methodist Foundation 
is ready to collaborate with you to establish a permanent endowment program.  With 
an initial gift of $1,000, you can establish an endowment fund. Then the Foundation 
can help you market the endowment and educate the congregation on the various 
types of planned gifts they can make to grow it.

Contact The Foundation to consider the possibilities of an endowment for your 
church. •
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Funding for Spiritual and Religious Life

Bishop and Barry Steiner Ball stepped up personally to answer the question of sustainability. Through a generous 
gift to the Foundation, they created the Endowment for Religious and Spiritual Life at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College and challenged others who have expressed concern to add to it. “Barry and I felt it was very important to 
help preserve our United Methodist connection, in a very real way, with West Virginia Wesleyan College,” Bishop 
Steiner Ball said about their decision to make the initial gift. Rather than make the gift directly to the College, 
they made their gift to the Foundation to demonstrate how church-related organizations can work together for 
the future. “We realize that college boards of trustees change, college presidents change so our desire is to let the 
Foundation protect the fund for our specific wish of having a Wesleyan spiritual life presence on the campus of 
WVWC today and into the future.” President Joel Thierstein shares their sentiments: 

I am delighted to be working with Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, her husband Barry, and the United 
Methodist Foundation to preserve the Wesleyan-based spiritual life program at West Virginia Wesleyan 
College through the position of United Methodist Church Liaison and Spiritual Life Coordinator. Like 
the Steiner Balls, I feel it is very important to preserve the United Methodist connection through this 
position.  Through the Endowment Fund and the work of The Foundation, this position will be preserved 
at the College for decades to come.

While it is true that the endowment will grow over time through the investment process at the Foundation, it will 
grow even quicker when others make additional gifts to the endowment. Step up to the Steiner Balls’ challenge. 
Gifts in any amount can be made to the Endowment Fund by check mailed to the Foundation or by using our online 
giving portal at umfwv.org. You may want to make your gift in someone’s honor or memory.  Join the Bishop and 
Barry in ensuring the sustainability of the a United Methodist spiritual and religious presence at the College. •

Image Credits: West Virginia Annual Conference Communication Team

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, Rev. Lauren Weaver, and President Joel Thierstein 
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Investment Performance
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Investment Fund Year to Date 
3-31-19

1- Year  
2018

3-Year 
Average 

2016-2018
Fund A - Fixed Income Fund 2.00% -0.56% 1.56%
     Benchmark 1.85% -0.57% 0.73%
Fund B1 - Conservative Balanced  7.78% -4.17% 2.78%
     Benchmark  7.01% -4.82% 2.61%
Fund B2 - Moderate Balanced  8.75% -4.49% 3.51%
     Benchmark  8.21% -5.28% 3.31%
Fund B3 - Aggressive Balanced  9.94% -6.76% 3.51%
     Benchmark  8.97% -7.85% 3.16%

All returns are reported net of all fees.  Benchmarks are customized to match the asset allocation in each 
Fund, adjusted for fees.

We're sorry!
We accidentally omitted  the following donors’ names from our 2018 Annual Report.  

We appreciate all gifts to The Foundation and make every effort to properly acknowledge them. If you notice any 
omissions or other errors, please let us know so we can make the corrections. •

Jean M. and Benjamin A. Hardesty
Jared Waters
Rev. George and Darene Webb
Jeff and Deborah Welshonce
Gary and Nancy West
Rev. Nancy and Roy White

Rev. BillyReed Wickline
Curtis and Kristi Wilkerson
Rev. G. Alan and Michelle Williams
James Willis
Laraine Wilson
John and Melanie Wilson

Scott and Patricia Wilson
Tom and Susan Woods
Sue D. Woods
Wayne and Patricia Wriston
Rev. Etheldean Yanero

The Foundation is pleased to welcome Becky Parkins to the Foundation’s staff in the 
newly created position of Administrative Accounting Assistant.  Prior to joining 
the staff on April 1, Becky worked in the areas of legal assistance, tax preparation, 
accounting, and debt management. She was a church secretary and bookkeeper 
in the Potomac Highlands district prior to moving to Charleston.  Most recently, 
she was an executive assistant to a state senator and a legal hearing recorder for 
the Social Security Administration.   Becky is an active member of Christ Church 
United Methodist in Charleston where her husband, Rev. Jay Parkins, is the senior 
pastor.

The Trustees and staff are excited to welcome her to our ministry. •

Welcome to Becky Parkins
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Be our guest - two events
  

The Foundation Board of Trustees and Staff 
are hosting a dinner on 

May 22, 2019, 6:00 p.m. 
at Canaan Valley Resort.  

If you are attending Annual Conference, 
please join us for lunch on Saturday, June 15.  

Reservations are necessary for both 
of these events and can be made 

by calling (304)342-2113, 
by emailing us (info@umfwv.org) or 

by visiting our website events (www.umfwv.org).

A Free, Updated 
Resource

Is your congregation exploring 
ways to highlight legacy giving?  
Consider the newly updated 
Foundation ministry brochure.  

Contact The Foundation to order 
your free copies today.

Remember 
to celebrate 
Foundation 
Sunday on  
May 19, 2019.  


