
Presenters and Staff, from left: Rev. David Bell, Rev. Jeff Taylor, Rev. Claudine Leary, 
Bonnie Marden, Kim Matthews and Susannah Carpenter

On September 17-19, over eighty people gathered at Stonewall Resort for the first 
Foundation Academy of Faith and Generosity.  Attendees were a diverse mixture 
of clergy and laity from all areas of the Annual Conference. 

Keynote sessions were led by Rev. David Ball of the United Methodist Foundation 
of Michigan and Bonnie Marden, a project manager for the Wespath grant through 
the Lilly Endowment Inc.’s National Initiative to Address Economic Challenges 
Facing Pastoral Leaders.  Additional presenters included Kirsty Jenkinson from 
Wespath Investment Management, Rev. Claudine Leary from the Methodist 
Theological School in Ohio, Rev. Jeff Taylor and Kim Matthews.

Sessions challenged attendees to consider the possibilities of encouraging 
generosity in their congregations.  Images from the Academy can be found on 
page 2. •
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Images Clockwise:  1. Jeff Taylor and Kirsty Jenkinson 
2. Kristi Wilkerson, Angela Gay Kinkead, and Jill 
Cochran  3. Breakout Session 4. Plenary Session   
5.  Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner Ball, Bishop Sandra Steiner 
Ball,  and Rev. Okey Harless.  Gratitude expressed to Joe 
Webb, Communication Specialist, for selected images.
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Focus on  
Donor Advised Funds

Charles and Betty Rogers were philanthropists 
who gave generously to their church as well as 
to a number of charitable organizations. They 
had a Donor-Advised Fund at the United 
Methodist Foundation that allowed them to 
accomplish their charitable giving each year by 
writing just one check!

A Donor Advised Fund is a charitable 
vehicle that allows the donors to maintain a 
charitable fund at a foundation and then make 
suggestions for distributions to other charitable 
organizations that the donors care about. 

A donor advised fund can be compared to and 
contrasted with a family foundation. A family 
foundation allows an individual donor or family 

to establish a fund that can make charitable distributions. Family foundations are 
separate legal entities that have to file a tax return. Moreover, the IRS requires that 
at least 5% of the market value of the family foundation be distributed each year.

With a donor advised fund established at a foundation, such as the United 
Methodist Foundation of West Virginia, Inc., the donor can give advice about 
where distributions should be made. Technically, the donor gives up control, but 
as a practical matter, The Foundation honors donors’ advice as long as it is not 
contrary to our core values. The donor advised fund does not have to file a tax 
return, as it is an account that is covered under The Foundation’s annual tax return. 
Finally, there is no requirement that a specific percentage be distributed each year.

Charles and Betty Rogers liked their donor advised fund at the Foundation because 
they could make one charitable gift each year—to the Foundation—but continue to 
take care of their church, other United Methodist ministries, their alma maters, and 
other local charities by giving advice to the Foundation about making distributions. 

Their donor advised fund provided that, at their deaths, the market value of the 
Charles and Betty Rogers Donor Advised Fund would be transferred to a charitable 
trust that would pay annual income to many of the same charitable organizations 
they had funded through their donor advised fund. Charles Rogers died in 2005, 
and Betty Rogers died earlier this year. Through a bequest, she added to the 
charitable trust so that, even in death, Charles and Betty Rogers will continue 
to support their church and other ministries and charities they had faithfully 
supported in life.

Consider a donor advised fund at The Foundation. •

Betty Rogers
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Humphreys Scholarships Awarded
Edwin B. Humphreys died in 
January 2011 at the age of 96.  His 
spouse, Elva Mary, predeceased 
him—they had been married for 
over 57 years. Prior to his death, we 
had worked with Mr. Humphreys 
and his attorneys for several 
years to help him accomplish his 
dream of a lasting legacy.  Edwin’s 
desire was to make a difference in 
someone’s ability to further her or 
his education.  He had a heart for 
those who might not otherwise 
have an opportunity for a post 
high school education.

In his will, the residual of Mr. 
Humphreys’ estate was left to the 
United Methodist Foundation to 
fund the Edwin B. Humphreys 
and Elva Mary Humphreys Educational Scholarship 
Trust. Under the terms of the agreement, 90% of 
the annual net income is to be awarded for one or 
more post high school educational scholarships. Mr. 
Humphreys recognized that college is not the only 
route students can take toward their career, so the 

recipients can be enrolled not 
only in college and university, 
but  a l s o  a  t r a d e  s cho ol , 
vocational school, community 
college, junior college, or school 
of nursing. While the awarding 
of any scholarships is at the 
discretion of the Foundation 
t rustees ,  Mr.  Humphreys 
believed that the Directors of 
the Conference-related Mission 
Projects would be in the best 
position to identify recipients, 
so he suggests that nominations 
come from them.  

In the spring of 2018, the first 
scholarships were awarded 
upon recommendation of the 
Mission Project Directors.  One 

of the Scholarship Recipients, Zach Coleman, wrote 
to the Foundation, "It could not have come at a better 
time, and it is going to help me achieve graduating 
college with a degree.  Thank you so much for the 
support."  •

Edwin B. Humphreys

Rev. Mike Linger, Director of House of the Carpenter, 
Mary Reinbold, Scholarship Recipient, 
and Julie Polley, Thrift Store Manager

Alana Mae Rennis, Scholarship Recipient, and 
Belinda Toms, Director of Tyrand Cooperative 

Ministries
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Investment Performance
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Five Great Reasons to Have a Will

Investment Fund Year to Date 
9-30-18

1- Year  
2017

3-Year 
Average 

2015-2017
Fund A - Fixed Income Fund -0.73%   2.91% 1.20%
     Benchmark -1.00%   1.51% 0.54%
Fund B1 - Conservative Balanced  1.94% 11.45% 5.07%
     Benchmark  1.07% 10.21% 4.92%
Fund B2 - Moderate Balanced  3.22% 12.98% 5.95%
     Benchmark  2.19% 12.11% 5.84%
Fund B3 - Aggressive Balanced  2.47% 16.92% 7.04%
     Benchmark  1.13% 15.55% 6.83%

All returns are reported net of all fees.  Benchmarks are customized to match the asset allocation in each 
Fund, adjusted for fees.

Your will gives you the ability to choose who will care for your dependents.   Without a will, a Court 
will appoint a guardian for any minor children you have, and it may not be the person you would 
have chosen.

Your will gives you the power to select who will be trusted to complete your affairs after your death.   
If you do not have a will, any person interested in your estate could become the personal representative.  
It may not be the person you would have selected, and it may not be someone who has your interests 
or those of your heirs in mind.  

Your will gives you the power to designate how your possessions will be distributed.  If you don’t have 
a will, state law determines who your beneficiaries are, based on marriage and bloodlines. State law will 
never assume you wanted to make a gift to your church unless it is clearly spelled out in a valid will.  

Your will is one of the ways to leave a legacy.  Your will can serve as a testament to your Christian 
beliefs.  You can include a Christian Preamble that gives voice to your faith, and then provide bequests 
to benefit your church and other charities so that your actions illustrate your faith. 

Your will is a gift to those who are left behind.  Without a will, you may place unnecessary burdens 
on those who will care for your estate.  A will provides the assurance to your loved ones that they are 
carrying out your wishes.

 

1.

How can the Foundation help?  Call us to request bequest language to be used in your will and information concerning 
the Christian Preamble.  We would be glad to meet with you to consider the possibilities of how to include a Trust 
in your will to benefit the church or charity of your choice. 
 
Consider the Possibilities.

3.
4.
5.

2.
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Reminders

 ☑Nominate and elect Foundation Representative 
at Charge Conference to serve as a link between 
The Foundation and your charge. (http://
www.umfwv.org/foundation-representatives).

 ☑Order free Year End Giving brochures from 
The Foundation for your congregation

 ☑Be our guest for dinner at 
Oglebay Resort in Wheeling 
on November 15 at 6p.m.  
Space is limited so contact 
the Foundation to make a 
reservation.


