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Who Needs a Will?

Purpose of a Will—It’s More than Distributing Your Assets

Between one-half and two-thirds of Americans do not have a will. Most people 
know that a will is the legal document where you direct how your assets will 
be distributed when you die. While that is a true purpose of the will, it is not 
the only purpose. 

Regardless of the size of your estate or how much money you have, your will 
is the only way to make sure your wishes are followed. Besides naming how 
your real estate, bank accounts, investment accounts, retirement accounts, and 
personal property are distributed, your will should also spell out other important 
considerations like the legal care of any minor children at your death.

Continued on page 2
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Who Needs a Will?

In your will, you will also name the person you trust 
with the authority to settle your estate and see that 
your wishes are followed. 

If you do not have a will, the state makes these 
decisions for you through a court process called 

“probate.” Without a will, the process of settling your 
estate is more complicated for your loved ones:
• It can often take a long time and create stress for 

those you leave behind.
• State law assumes that you did not wish to make 

a gift to your church or to any other charities. 
• Your assets will be distributed to blood relatives 

only.

Let your will be your last testimony to your 
Christian faith.

A Last Will and Testament offers an opportunity to 
express your Christian faith after your death.  It is a 
vehicle through which you can witness to your faith 
in actions and words.  A will is a simple tool to use 
to create a lasting and transformational gift to the 
Church. Consider using a Christian preamble in your 
will; a sample Christian preamble is included in the 
highlighted box at the bottom of the next page.

Pictured to the right and on the front page are two 
recent recipients of the Edwin Bryon and Elva Mary 
Humphreys Scholarship. Mr. Humphreys created the 
scholarship fund with the Foundation and funded it 
through a generous provision in his will. Without a 
will, his entire estate would have been distributed to 
distant cousins, as his spouse had predeceased him, 
and they had no children.
 
Benefits of Leaving a Gift Through a 
Bequest.

• It is often the easiest way to give the largest gift.
• It is revocable.  You can always change your mind 

as circumstances change.

Continued from Page 1

• It is flexible, allowing you to provide for you family, 
loved ones, and charitable concerns (including the 
church) in one document.

• It can be for a specific dollar amount.
• It can be for a percentage of your estate.
• It can be for a specific account, or a particular piece 

of personal property or real estate.
• It can be contingent on something else happening.  

For example, “If my husband predeceases me, then I 
leave my estate to the United Methodist Foundation 
of West Virginia for the benefit of my church, First 
United Methodist Church.”

• It can be residual.  Use this option to take care of 
your family and other loved ones, and then leave “the 
rest, residue, and remainder of your estate” to benefit 
your church. 

How can the Foundation help?

Contact the United Methodist Foundation of West 
Virginia, Inc. with any questions or concerns that you 
might have.  We can work with you and your attorney 
and other trusted advisors to help you decide what type 
of gift makes the most sense under your circumstances.  

Contact the United Methodist Foundation for help!

Destiny Dawn Swecker (left) and Belinda Toms (right).  
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Some donors weigh the considerations for making a current gift, while they can 
see the fruits borne from the gift, or waiting to make the ultimate gift upon death. 
One of the considerations is the asset they want to give.

Depending on the asset, sometimes it makes sense to make an immediate gift, and 
sometimes it makes sense to make the gift from your estate through a bequest 
in your will.

For example, we were recently contacted by a generous United Methodist who 
wanted to create an immediate endowment to create a stream of income for her 
church. When Jeff Taylor met with the donor and some of her trusted family and 
advisors, he learned that she desired to give $40,000 of older HH-series bonds. 
What a wonderful gift to benefit her local church!  

The donor and her family understood that, as a general rule, when a donor gives 
appreciated securities to a charity, she avoids the capital gains taxes. Unfortunately, 
HH-series bonds are an exception to the general rule. The only way to avoid 
the taxes would be to give them to a charity, such as her church or the United 
Methodist Foundation through a bequest in her will. We provided language she 
could give to her lawyer to draft a codicil (amendment) to her will giving the HH 
bonds to the Foundation for the benefit of her church.

If you have an account or a particular asset that you would like to give for the 
benefit of your church, contact the Foundation to let us help you determine 
whether it makes more sense to give it during your lifetime or through your will.

Christian Preamble
I want my loved ones to know that I place full confidence and trust in 
God through Jesus Christ, who promised:  “I am the resurrection and life.  
Those who believe in me will live.”  I thank God for my parents, siblings, 
and grandparents for their guidance and influence in my life.  I praise God 
for giving me a loving, caring, faithful wife, who has been a blessing to me 
and shared my life and faith.  I am thankful to God for the gift of children.  
I am thankful for the church, and the blessing it has been for my family 
and me to have been a part of the Body of Christ.  I hope that my life has 
been an example for my loved ones of a moral and faithful Christian life.  
Where I have failed, I ask your forgiveness.  I pray that God will continue 
to guard and protect my loved ones, knowing that God is always with you.

Immediate Gift or 
Bequest?
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Scholarship Recipients

Edwin Bryon and Elva Mary Humphreys Memorial Scholarship

When Edwin B. Humphreys died, a gift from his will created a scholarship endowment at The Foundation.  Mr. 
Humphreys’ desire was that each year United Methodist mission project directors would recommend recipients 
of the scholarships to The Foundation.  The 2020 Recipients of scholarships from the Humphreys’ Trust are:

Alexandra G. Edwards   Claudia A. LaFollette
Kaitlyn Jarrell     Amari Poole
Amber Stonebraker    Destiny D. Swecker

Dollars for Scholars

This $1,000 scholarship matches equal scholarships funded by the student’s home church, the United Methodist 
Higher Education Foundation, and the student’s United Methodist-related school.  The Foundation Dollars for 
Scholars match is made possible by the Charles E. and Betty C. Rogers Trust.  This account at The Foundation 
was funded by a generous bequest from the Rogers’ Estate.  The 2020 Rogers Scholars are:

Heather R. Barker    Emily C. Carl     Wesley J. Cox
Caroline J. Fulks    Hannah M. Povroznik   Casey K. Underwood
Shelby D. Whiteman    Emily G. Wilmoth    Sarah E. Wilmoth

Seminary Scholarships

Seminary scholarship recipients are recommended for awards by the Scholarship Committee of the Board 
of Ordained Ministry.  Each Scholarship was created by generous donors who were committed to helping 

Thank you again for 
your generosity. I pray 
that future recipients 
of this award will be 
as blessed as I have 
been through your 
faithfulness.

Words of gratitude 
from Scholarship 

Recipient

seminary students answer their calls to ministry.  The recipients of the 2020 
seminary scholarships are:
• Mary A. and Dellet George Allen, Jr. Seminary Scholarship - Sarah Lowden
• Joel C., Jr. and Gail C. Bennett Memorial Scholarship - Jeremy Daniels
• Rev. Ron Brooks Seminary Scholarship - Sarah Lowden
• Joseph and Martha Casey Seminary Scholarship - Ronald Tote
• Roy R. and Sylvia M. Cox Memorial Scholarship - Heather Barker
• Rev. Dr. Linda Merle Glass Scholarship - Amber Baker
• Denver and Belva Goff Memorial Scholarship - Brian Daugherty
• Jackson Hillyard Memorial Scholarship - Shawn Weaver 
• Rev. John and Peggy Mendez Memorial Scholarship - Michael Rexroad
• Rev. Thomas L. Moore Seminary Scholarship - Sarah Lowden
• Augusta Neal Memorial Scholarship - Shawn Weaver 
• James C. Redding Ministerial Scholarship - Erin Sears
• George and Kathleen Richards Memorial Scholarship - Brian Daugherty 

and Dean Cole
• Stewart Chapel UMC Scholarship - Bronson Clark 
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Investment Performance
Investment Fund

Year to 
Date 

6-30-20

1- Year  
2019

3-Year 
Average 

2017-2019

5-Year 
Average 

2015-2019

10-Year 
Average

2010-2019
Fund A - Fixed Income Fund   1.59%  5.40%  2.58% 1.69% 2.18%
     Benchmark   2.55%  5.06%  2.00% 1.22% 1.78%

Fund B1 - Conservative Balanced   0.49% 16.18%  7.82% 5.45% 5.23%

     Benchmark  -0.28% 15.63%  7.01% 5.11% 4.97%

Fund B2 - Moderate Balanced   0.13% 18.12%  8.87% 6.30% 6.34%

     Benchmark  -0.72% 18.26%  8.36% 6.10% 6.28%

Fund B3 - Aggressive Balanced -1.68% 20.07% 10.08% 6.88% 6.32%

     Benchmark  -3.50% 19.42%   9.04% 6.41% 6.80%

All returns are reported net of all fees.  Benchmarks are customized to match the asset allocation in each Fund, 
adjusted for fees.

 A New Website
 The Foundation is excited to announce that our website has been completely redesigned.  Have you seen it yet?  
Here are 10 great reasons to visit www.umfwv.org.

1. Visit the Serving Individuals page to learn more about bequests and to download will language to share with 
your attorney.

2. The How we Help Churches and Agencies page provides information about the investment of church resources. 
3. Download and explore resources for stewardship ministry on the Stewardship Resources page. 
4. View a webinar about electronic giving for your church’s ministry in the Stewardship section of the site. 
5. Resources for ministry during the pandemic can be found on the Coronavirus page.
6. In the Financial section, check out the Investment Fund Options and Total Returns pages to access investment 

fund information. 
7. The Sustainable Investments page answers questions about how the Foundation invests in accordance with 

Wesleyan principles. 
8. Sign up to use our Online Account Portal from the Online Account Information page.
9. In the About section, visit the Staff and Board of Trustees pages to learn more about Foundation leadership.
10. Make a gift to the Foundation using the blue Give button.
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Foundation Academy of 
Faith And Generosity 2020 and 2021

We are sorry that the Foundation Academy of Faith and Generosity that was planned for October 2020 at Canaan 
Valley had to be canceled due to the pandemic.  But the good news is that we plan to offer two unique opportunities 
for generosity education in the next year.  More information is coming soon regarding both Acadamies of Faith 
and Generosity

Instead of an in-person Academy in 2020, we will be 
hosting a virtual Academy of Faith and Generosity in 
late 2020 and early 2021.  The general theme of the 
Academy will be Creating a Culture of Generosity 
during a Pandemic.  Each session is 1 hour, covering 
different topics related to our theme, and will be led 
by specialists in their fields.  Sessions will be spread 
out over several months.  

We are also making plans for a traditional in-person 
Academy in the fall of 2021 at Canaan Valley Resort.  
Presenters will be Rev. Scott McKenzie and Rev. Craig 
Miller from Horizons Stewardship.  We are thankful 
for their flexibility as the pandemic has changed our 
schedule.
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