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Community works together 
to provide Hope in the Mountains

On April 10, Jeff Taylor, Kim Matthews, and Allie Sears attended an open house 
and Service of Dedication of the Hope Center in Sophia, West Virginia. The 
Hope Center is a ministry of Hope in the Mountains, Inc., a community-based 
project whose mission is to be an outreach for Jesus Christ in communities 
where there is need, offering a connection to Christ by offering an environment 
of hope and practical ways to improve lives.

Hope in the Mountains, Inc. sought a grant from the United Methodist 
Foundation of West Virginia, Inc., to provide funding for the purchase of 
a former medical clinic located near the Sophia United Methodist Church. 
The Foundation awarded the grant resulting in the coming to fruition of The 
Hope Center. 

The Hope Center provides a community gathering space. It has been 
remodeled to include multipurpose classrooms for individual and group 

Continued on page 4

Pictured to the right is Doctor Joseph Golden, 
who owned and operated a medical practice for 
many years in the building that now serves as 
The Hope Center.
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Bishop's Chalice Challenge
Last year’s Bishop’s Chalice Challenge was a huge success, raising $33,712 for the Endowment for  
 Religious and Spiritual Life at West Virginia Wesleyan College. This year Wespath Institutional  
  Investments will be joining us as an Event Sponsor for the tournament to be held on  
    July 11th at Sleepy Hollow Golf Club in Hurricane, West Virginia. 

    Register to Golf
  You can register to golf at www.umfwv.org/golf or by emailing info@umfwv.org.    
   Foursomes are encouraged to register together.  If you register prior to June 21st, the cost for a 
team of four people is $300.  Team registrations after June 21st are $340 per team of four.  Individuals can 
register for $85.  We ask that everyone register by July 1st. Registration covers golf fees, cart, a meal, an 
Amazing Grace package of mulligans and entry into the event competitions.

Become a Sponsor
You can register to be a sponsor at www.umfw.org/golf or by emailing info@umfwv.org. 
There are three sponsorship levels.

Hole Sponsor - $250
Benefits include:
•  Sign with your logo and name at tee
•  Name included on website with sponsorship level
•  Name included with your sponsorship level on gratitude card in goodie bag for players
•  Name on poster at registration with notation of your sponsorship level

Major Sponsor - $1,000
All Hole Sponsor benefits plus:
•  Logo and name included on promotional material, including website, mailing, and digital promotion
•  Recognition as Major Sponsor at opening and award presentation

Event Partner- $2500
All Hole Sponsor and Major Sponsor benefits plus:
•  Logo and name on tent cards at drink and meal tables
•  Recognition at opening and award presentation and an opportunity to speak at award presentation
•  Invitation to include your own promotional item in golfer’s goodie bag
•  Invitation for one foursome to play in tournament

Your registration or sponsorship will directly benefit the Endowment, but we realize some people do 
not like golf. Good news! You do not have to golf to participate!  You also have the opportunity to
donate funds to the Religious and Spiritual Life Endowment at www.umfwv.org/give (Select 
Other. Indicate Spiritual Life Endowment) or by mailing a check to The Foundation.
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Grants Awarded
The Foundation is pleased to announce that in the first round of grant 
applications in 2022 we awarded grants totaling nearly $70,000 to churches 
and ministries throughout West Virginia. The Foundation awards grants to 
churches and ministries that are finding innovative ways to address the acute 
needs of their community and be in mission to the world around them. The 
following awards have been made in 2022: 
• Pollen8 received a grant to continue their work at Café Appalachia.
• The United Methodist Temple in Beckley received a grant to fund their 

Service And Witness (SAW) project to purchase supplies for their 
accessibility projects for members of their community.

• Christ United Methodist Church in Parkersburg received a grant to 
transform a portion of their church building into a Community Center 
to house local nonprofit organizations.

• Gypsy United Methodist Church in Gypsy received a grant to restore 
their community center to provide all those in their community a safe 
space to gather.

• Chapel Hill United Methodist Church in Buckhannon received a grant 
to help continue their Wednesday Night Community Dinner.

• The Upshur Parish House in Buckhannon received a grant to begin a 
healthy meal kit program at their food bank.

• Spruce Street United Methodist Church in Morgantown received a grant 
to open their kitchen for neighbors in need.

• The Healing House, Inc. in Charleston received a grant to fund the start 
of their Minority Impact Initiative to provide therapy and resources to 
women who have experienced trauma.

The remaining 2022 deadline for submitting a grant application is June 
30th, 2022.  More information regarding our grant program, including our 
grant guidelines and a link to download the application can be found at  
www.umfwv.org/foundation-grants. You can contact our office to learn more 
or request that we mail a hard copy of the application to you. 
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Hope in the Mountains
trainings, support networks, and a safe place for the 
community to gather. The Center has a children’s 
corner, a room for quiet prayer and meditation, an 
internet cafe, computer training room, and a reading 
and sewing room.

The Hope Center began through the realization of a 
great need in the surrounding communities for the 
simple necessities in life most of us enjoy and take for 
granted—such as the guarantee of permanent housing, 
steady employment, the opportunity to learn new 
and practical life skills for personal development. By 
joining together, the Hope Center aims to meet those 
needs: providing hope in the mountains.

David Rumberg, Chair of the Board of Hope in the Mountains, 
Inc. and pastor of Sophia United Methodist Church, said:

At the service dedicating the Hope Center, Bishop 
Sandra Steiner Ball invoked the words of Nehemiah to 
those who mocked him for working to rebuild the walls 
and gates of Jerusalem. “The God of heaven will give us 
success! As God’s servants, we will start building.”

The Foundation is grateful for God’s servants in Sophia, 
and thankful to be able to participate with them in 
rebuilding the community. The God of heaven will give
us success!

Karyn Bennett and family

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

Rev. Chip Bennett and Rev. Jeff Taylor

I wanted you to know how blessed we felt when the 
Foundation decided to take a chance on our new ministry.  
We were able to share the news with others and this led to 
some of our early fundraising successes. In a short period of 
time, we had almost half of the amount needed to purchase 
the building, and the Foundation was instrumental in that.  
When I look at how quickly everything came together, it is 
obvious that the Lord wants this community center to be 
open for the people of Sophia and the Winding Gulf area.

Continued from page 1
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Investment Performance
Investment Fund

Year to 
Date 

3-31-22

1- Year  
2021

3-Year 
Average 

2019-2021

5-Year 
Average 

2017-2021

10-Year 
Average

2012-2021
Fund A - Fixed Income Fund -3.13% -1.41% 2.5% 1.97% 1.34%
     Benchmark -3.50% -1.72% 2.28% 1.56% 0.76%

Fund B1 - Conservative Balanced -5.58% 5.49% 12.16% 8.75% 6.48%
     Benchmark -4.96% 7.81% 11.39% 7.91% 5.68%

Fund B2 - Moderate Balanced -5.76% 7.45% 14.11% 10.17% 8.29%

     Benchmark -5.52% 10.3% 13.57% 9.51% 7.74%

Fund B3 - Aggressive Balanced -6.38% 7.13% 15.19% 11.14% 8.78%

     Benchmark -5.40% 10.25% 14.16% 10.04% 8.26%

All returns are reported net of all fees.  Benchmarks are customized to match the asset allocation in each Fund, 
adjusted for fees.

The staff and trustees of the Foundation welcome Allie Sears, of 
Charleston, West Virginia as our new Communications Specialist.

Allie graduated from Concord University in May of 2020 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Political Science. During her time at Concord, 
she was an active member of the Student Government Association. 
She also served as a Herndon Fellow with the West Virginia State 
Senate during the 2020 Legislative session.

Prior to joining the staff in 2022, Allie worked as a service coordinator 
at a nonprofit providing rental and utility assistance to low income 
individuals and families. 

Allie grew up in parsonages across the West Virginia Annual 
Conference and considers the conference her home. She is currently 
an active member of First United Methodist Church in Huntington.

Allie’s background and education mesh well with the current needs of The Foundation.  We are excited to have 
her as part of our team.

The Foundation also welcomes Alejandra Ditchen as our 2022 Summer Intern.  Ali has completed three years 
at West Virginia Wesleyan College working toward her Bachelor of Science degree in accounting.  She will be 
helping with special projects, administrative work, and event hosting. We look forward to welcoming Ali back 
this summer for her second year as a Foundation Summer Intern. 

Welcome New Staff members

Allie Sears, Communications Specialist
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The United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia is hosting an online Academy of Faith and Generosity in 2022. 
This academy is made up of quarterly webinars held via Zoom. The webinars are also recorded and uploaded to our 
website so that they can be viewed at your convenience. 

Our first two webinars are already available as recordings. The first hosted Dave Zellner, Chief Investment Officer 
and Joe Halwax, Managing Director, from Wespath Institutional Investments for an Investment Forum.  The second 
webinar, entitled “Practices that Foster Generosity”, focused on the book Generosity, Stewardship, and Abundance: A 
Transformational Guide to Church Finances. The Foundation hosted the authors of this book, Dr. Lovett H. Weems, 
Jr. and Dr. Ann A. Michel.  To view the recordings of either of these webinars, go to www.umfwv.org/webinars.

On September 29th at 7pm, we will host a webinar featuring David Bell, President of the United Methodist Foundation 
of Michigan, speaking about clergy finances. As an insightful author and nationally recognized keynote speaker, David 
addresses the often-overlooked spiritual discipline of generosity. His topics will include clergy taxes, clergy housing 
and the housing exclusion, investing, and financial management.

On November 17, at 7pm,  Grace Duddy Pomroy, the Director of the Stewardship Leaders Program at Luther Seminary 
in St. Paul, MN, will be our guest to discuss the topic Funding Forward.  The webinar will explore the reality that 
congregations across the country are realizing the “Sunday morning offering” may not be enough to sustain their 
mission. Congregations and faith-based nonprofits are finding new, more economically sustainable models for ministry 
arising organically from God’s mission for their organization.  

For more information, to view the recordings of the spring webinars, or to register for the fall webinars, go to  www.
umfwv.org/webinars. 

United Methodist Foundation of West Virginia, Inc.
P.O. Box 3811
Charleston, WV  25338-3811

Contact Information
Phone: 304-342-2113
Fax: 304-342-2632
Email: info@umfwv.org
Website: www.umfwv.org
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/umfwv
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